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SarakhsT's Contribution To lslamic History

Hasan Kurt
Doç. Dr.; Ankara Ü. İlahlyat F.'

özet
SeraLıst, Nişabur ue Meru arasında ger alan ue İpek
yolu'ruın önemli merkezleinden bii olan sarahs'tandır. xL
güzgılda aaşaaan Serahst'nin bu makalemizde
değerlendirdiğimiz eserlei İmam Muhammed eş-
Şeybdnt'nin kitaplannın şerhleridir. eş-Şegbd.nt'nin
eserleinden Sigei Kebtr'in aan7 sıra önceden agnı konuda
gazılmış Ebtı Hanife ue el-Euzai gibi din bilginlerinin
eserleinin günümüze ulaşmamış olması, Serah"s?,'nin

şerhlerinin değeini bir kat daha ar7ırmaktadır.

SeraLısi'nin eserlei İslam Hukuku alanınd.a olması
nedenigle diğer bilim dallan arasında kanaatimizce Lnk
ettiğ rağbeti görememelctedir, Oysa onun eserleinde söz ue
dauranışlan İslam hukukunun kagnaklan arasınd.a sagılan
Hazreti Muhammedtn /s.o.s./ Lıngatı hakkında pek çok bilgi
bıiunmaktadır. Agnca Hz. Ebü Bekir, Ömer gibi tnlifelerin
gönetimde bulunduklan strada gaptıklan uygulamalar
fulklıki, değerlendirmelerde dikkate alınmaktadır. Bunun
aanı sıro İslam taihinin çeşitti dönemleinde askeıi teşkitat
gibi kurumlar tarihine itdşkın konular, İslam düngasında
lgıllanıkın eu eşgalan, sanat eserlei hakkında bilğlere de
Serahst'nin eserleinde sıkço rastlanılmaktadır. Bu
bilgilein uarlığ. söz konusu eserlein Luıkukun aanr sırrı
İslam taihinin agdınlatılmasına da büyük katkıda
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bulunabileceğini göstermektedir, Ancak taihi bitgilerin
kitabın konulanna göre esein muhtelif gerlerinde dağınık
olarak ele alınıp değerlendiilmesi, kronolojik çalışma
aüpmaal planlagan araştırmacılann eserleri bütün alarak
ele alıp inceiemesini zoııınlu kılmaktadır. Burıunla. birlikte
eserlerde Zimmtler, Haiciler gibi başlı başına birer bölüm
olarak ele alınan ue taihçilerin göz ardı etmemesi gereken
gekpare koruılar da bt,lunmaktadır. Kısacasz söz konusu
eserlei, IIz, Peggamber döneminden itibaren Sara?ıst'nin
gaşadığı znmana kadar İstam taihinin slgosi sosgal,
kültürel, dint, ekonomik ue sanat taihi gibi alanlan için
araşhrmacılanm ihrmal etmemesi gerektiği görüImektedir,
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lNTRODUCTORY

Abü Bakr Muharrımad b. Ahmad b. Sahl was briefly called as
"Sarakhsı" for he was from Sarakhs, a city between Nishapur and
Marw, and an important center of well known Silk Road. Sarakhsı,
born in 400/1009-1010 according to LaknawI, was well-known as
the ştudent of Shams al-Aimma Abd al-Az-ız al-Hulvhni td, 448l1056-
1057) in Bukhara. Shams al-Aimma nickname was tranşferred
Sarakhs1 after his death. He came to be regarded as the most
perspicacious scholar of his generation, and in his turn was the
teacher of the Imam Abü Bakr Muhammad b, Ibrahim al-HasirT (d.'
500i i106-1107}, of Burhön al-Aimma Abd a|-Aziz b. Umar b. Maze
(d. early quarter of XIIth century), the founder of that famous
scholarly dynasty of the Banü MAze or A1 Burhğn who were the
factual masters of Bukhörö for many years, of Abü Hafs Umar b.
Hablb, the maternal grandfather of Marghinöni {d. 593/1197}, the
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author of al-Hid6ya, and of Mahmud b. Abd a|-Azlz al-Uzjandi, the
grandiather of K6.dlhan. He stands therefore in the main stream of
Hanaiid Scholarly tradition in Central Asia şüich, at that time, was
the main centre of Hanafid School. ı35

Muhammad b. Hasan al-Shaib6ni, taking the books of Irnam
Abü Hanlfa and al-Awzar- as model, firstly had written a concise book
entitled "Kiteb al-Siyar al-Saghiı'. But since al-Awza1 is said to have
denigrated him and his book, al-Shaybön1 wrote more a
comprehensive book entitled "al-Siyar al-Kablr" on the same subject
for proving his ability as eı.n author. Sarakhs1 commented both of
these books.136 While putting the commentary of Kitab al-Siyar al-
Saghir as a chapter in his book al-Mabsüt, he edited the commentary
of al-Siyar al-Kablr as a detached book. Neither this latter book of al-
Shaibğn1 nor the books of Imam Abü Hanife and al-AwzAr on the
same subject are unfortunately at our disposal. Therefore the al-
ShaibönT's commentar5ı on al-Siyar al-Kablr has gained more
importance compared to the past.

While Sarakhsi was sentenced to about fifteen years in
prison,l37 he commented the entire of Kitğ,b al-Siyar al-SaghTrıa8 and
an important part of al-Siyar al-KabIrı3g with the assistance of his
students. Since he couldn't utilize from sourcesl4o, some questions
arose as to whether his narrations were reliabie or not. But it is to be
noted that Sarakhsr's books in question are commentaries. As
Schacht said, at the very least, his disciples mrrst have read out to
him not only the text of al-Shaibaff's books in question on which he
commented, a normal procedure when "dictating", but other texts as
we11.141 So only the reliability of the narrations which Sarakhsl
related in these books may be disputed. But it mustn't be forgotten
that committing all narrations to memory waş very important both in

ı35 §çfuaç}ıt, Joseph, "Notes on Sarakhsi's Life and Works", goa. Ölüm
YıldE,ı,ıümü Münasebetiyle Bügük İsldm Hukılcçusu Şemsu't-Eimme es-
SerahstArmağaru, Ankara, 1965, 1.

ı36 M. Hamidullah, 'Serahsi'nin Devletler Umumi Hukukundaki Hissesi",
trans. Salih Tuğ, 900. Ölılm Yı]dönümü Münasebettgle Bügük İstdm
Hulaıkçısu Şemsu'|-Dimme es-Serahşt Armağanı, Ankara, 1965, L7.

ı37 a]-|(qçaşhi, alJawahiru al-Mııdigga, Haid,atabad-Daqqan, undated, ||,29;
Ibn Kutlubogha, Tdan al-Tard.jim, Dimashk, |992,38.

ı38 Sarakhşi, al-Mabsüt, Istanbul, 1983, X, 144.
ııe §a]ifu Tuğ, 'Eserlerinde Raşlanan İfadelerine Göre İmam Sarahsi'nin

Hapis Hayatı", 9OO, Öltım Yıld,önümü Münasebetigte Btıgük İsldm
Hukıkqısu Şemsu't-Eimm.e es-SeraLıst Armağanı, Ankara, |965, 49.

ü4o al-Mabstıt, XIl, 1O8.
ı+1 Schacht, 5.
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his time and before. Hence the works of well-known scholars were
being memorized. In Bukhara, for example, there were many
scholars reciting the words of the Prophet Muharnmad (Hadlth). Most
of them were also the scholars of Islamic law, fuqahğ, According to a
narration, Bukhdr1, when (d, 256l870) he was sixteen years old, had
memorized the books of lbn al-Mub6.rak and al-Wakl, and learned
their opinions.r42 Besides, Bukhöri said that he recited the words of
The Prophet Muhammad in his book "al-Jami al-Sahlh".ıa3 It was
also said that Bukhöri and al-Bal6zür1 (d. 279l892) drank a juice of
fruit called "bal6zür" to strengthen their memories, but this drink
caused the death of al-Balözürı.144

We may assume that Sarakhs1 solved the problem of his being
in the distance from the sources by memorizing to a large extent.
Schacht aiso said that he compared the text of the Kitab al-Hiyal in,
al-Mabsüt with Mukhtasar of al-HakIm al-Shahıd and with the
original of al-Shaib6n1, and he found out that Sarakhsı's text was the
result of a combination of several literary soüfc€s"las Meanwhile
SarakhsI emphasized in many chapters of al-Mabsüt that his
narrations w-ere suitable for the method of narrating and were
recounted frc literary sources.la6 However, he explained that he
preferred clariı,.and shortness in na.112|i6n.la7 Therefore he
commented the narrations in al-Shaib6nr's -works without giving
references only by saying that Muhammad narrated from a man in
his book...l€

The books of Sarakhsı in question were composed about the
international laws, so that he had an influence on the decisions of
Muslim rulersl4g and offered them solutions to the religious, militar5z,
social and political problems that Muslim rulers encountered. For
these solutions, he made use of the Qur'anic verses, the words of The
Prophet Muhammad and his companions {sah6ba) and their
practices. It seems that these books, if their narrations are

142 See. al-Za]aat:ı, Siyar, Beirut, 1984, XII, 393; Ibn Hajar, Hadgu al-Sai,
Effpt, h.1347,lI, 193.

143 See a|-Zahabi, §yar, XII, 4O2-4O3.
ıaa §gg a|-Zahabl, Siyor, XII, 406; al-Bal6zir1, Futüh al-Buldan, trans.

Muştafa Fayda, Ankara, 1987, XII.
ı45 Schacht, 5. i

L46 al-MabsLtf, VII, 59; X,144; XII, 108.
|47 aLMabsüt, LV, t92.
ı+8 Sarakhsi, Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, Cairo, 1971, I, 61.
149 Hamidullah, "Serahsi'nin Devletler Umumi Hukukundaki Hissesi', trans.

Salih Tuğ, 900. Ölüm Yıldönümiı Münasebetigle Büyük İsldm Hukıtcçusu
Şemsu'l-Eimme es- Serahst Arnıağaru, Ankara, 1 965, 1 8- 1 9.
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examined, weren't only the literary sources for the history of Islamic
law, but also for religious, cultural, social, military and economic
history. The examples given from historical events for Muşlim
canonical jurisprudence and information including cultural values,
ways of life and living conditions make contributions to the
enlightenment of Islamic history.

When considered that our historical literary sources included
political topics in general, the value of SarakhsI's books and suchlike
sources more increase. Muhammad Hamidullah emphasizes that
Sarakhsl's books must also be regarded and examined as the
historical sources.ls0 But it seems that we must be careful about the
reliability of historical narrations in his books. For example, it was
narrated in his books that when Duraid b. Srmma, who had put
Muslim soldiers into much trouble by his military plans during the
battle of Hunain, was killed there; he was 160 years old.ı51 It seems
unlikely that this information of his age was true, if not written
mistakenly. In this article, we examined historical narrations in
Sarakhsl's books and their contribution to Islamic history.

sarakhsI narrated historical events in his books as an evident
to solve the problems regarding Muslim canonical jurisprudence,
Therefore many chapters of his books contain narrations concerning
same historical occurrence. These narrations sometimes give the
same or similar information to each other and sometimes explain a
certain aspect of same event. Consequently, since the historical
narrations were scattered in the chapters, the students on history
need a thoroughgoing study on them.

1. A coNTRlBUTloN To THE ENL|GHTENMENT oF THE
PROPHET MUHAMMAD,S PERİOD

However being in need of thoroughgoing study, we find out
many historical narrations to enlighten us about the Prophet
Muhammad's period in Sarakhsr's books, since the practices of The
Propher Muhammad was the legalization source for Islamic law.
Therefore these narrations rnake possible to do both chronological
studies in classical form and social, cultural, jurisprudence history
studies.

In these books there exists some information on the various
phases of migration to Abyssinia (Habashistön). For example, it is
said that when Abdatlah b. al-Masüd who migrated to Abyssinia was

ıs0 Hamidullah,24.
|51 al-Mabsüt, X, I37; Sharhal-Sigar al-Kabir, |, 116-7|7,
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put in prison there, he was released after paying two dlnars as
bribĞ.152 The Muslims who migrated to Abyssinia fought alongside
the army of Abyssinia's ruler, al-Nqjöshl, against his enemies,153 Also
when Jafar b, Abı] T6lib returned from Abyssinia to Makka. he said
that al-NajAshı converted to Islam.154

The various positions of Battle of Badr are mentioned in the
books. In accordance with this, three men from eaİh side fought
each other one to one at the beginning of the war. The Makkan
idolaters provoked the Muslim rivals from Quraish Tribe for fighting
one to one, al-Mubğraza. Therefore Hamza b, Abd al-Muttalib, Ali b.
Abü Talib and Ubaida b. al-Haris defied against thern by order of The
Prophet Muhammad, and killed them. And in connection of this
event, the nineteenth verse of the süra "Haj" is mentiongğ.iss ftrg
three Muslims in question took swords and similar things of the,
idolater enemies whom they killed in this al-Mubhraza. But Ubaida
b. al-Haris soon died since he was wounded in the al-Mubdraza.
Althouglr the Muslims in the Battle of Badr sometimes disputed for
taking special things of idolaters whom they killed as they did after
Abü Jahl beiı:4 killed, these problerns were solved by the Prophet
Muhammad.li,i, When Makkan idolaters were defeated, Muslims was
separated into tiıree groups, The first group was on guard of the
Prophet Muhamniad, the second one pursued the defeated idolaters,
and the third one gathered the war booties. The Prophet Muhammad
was permitted in the iirst verşe of süra "Anfğl" to divide and
distribute the war booties in shares among Musiiras. 157 There were
many narrations about the Battle of Badr in Sarakhsi'ş }96]çş.158
Also there were many interesting narrations about the battles of
Uhud159 and Handakıoo, and Hudaibiya pactıoı.

L52 Shnrh al-Siyar aI-KabLr, V , 2034,
I53 al- Mab süt, X, 9 8; Slnrh al- Sig ar al-Kabır, IY, | 423 - I 424.
|54 Srlarh al-Siyar al-Kabir, Y, 22OL
l35 SLıarh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, |, |7 3- |7 4,
ı56 Al§o see Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, II, 598-601 ,

157 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, II, 593.
158 See Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, Il, 672, 6i7; III, 1008-1011, 1028-1030,

1O32-1033.; IV, 1418-1419, 1590-1592; al-Mabstüt,X, !7 vd., 19, 23vd.,
25,48 vd., 138 vd.

ı59 §66. Shorh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, I, 127; II, 530, 789; III, 918; IV, 1422-|423.;
al-Mabsüt, X,24,

160 See. Sharh al-Siyar al-Kabtr, |, I20-I22, |28, 2Ol; |Y,
1695; 2015; al-Mobsüt, X, 22,87-88.

ı6t §gg. Slıorh al-Siyar al-Kabir, l, 298ı IV, 1548, 1595;
Mabsüt,X,86

1413; V, 1693-

V, 1780 vd,; at-
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It seems that Sarakhsi explained some historical events
differently from that of historians, which contributed to the better
understanding of them. Muhammad Hamidullahı62 emphasizes that
Sarakhsi had intelligence to the extent that he would understand the
background and secrets of political decisions. He gives a§ an example
of Sarakhsl's intelligence his explanation about Hudaibiya pact.
According to Sarakhsl, this pact signed in the sixth year of Hijra by
the Prophet Muhammad had in appearance derogatory articles
opposed to Muslims. Therefore Umar b. al-Khattab raised an
objection against to signature of this pact. HoıVever, the Prophet
Muhammad signed it, though Muslims hadn't been damaged by
Makkan idolaters. The Prophet Muhammad signed intentionally üis
pact, because there was another pact between Makkan idolaters and
Khaibar Jews, According to the latter, if the Prophet Muhammad
started a war against one of them, both of them would help each
other. In that case, the Muslims would be caught between two fires
in Madlna. In this way, the Prophet Muhammad blocked this sly plan
by signing Hudaibiya Pact. t63

We learn from Sarakhsl's books that the Prophet Muhammad
established humane relations with Makkan idolaters even before the
conquest of Makka. He perrnitted Muslims to aid Makkans for food
and medicine at their troubled times.l6a Also the Prophet
Muhammad gave Abü Sufyan date as a gift and also sent him and
Safwğn b, Umaiyya 500 dinars to distribute the poor. But Safwön,
accepting this aid unpleasantly, suggested that the Prophet
Muhammad sent it to get the sympathy of the Makkan young.165

In the Sarakhsl's books, the conquest of Makka was narrated
in detail. It was examined whether Makka was conquered by force or
signing a pact. Some narrations in the books are as follows: The
Prophet Muhammad headquartered at Marr ü-Zahran, Makka
nearby and diplomatically related with Abü Sufy6n, the Makkan
leader. N{akka was captured after Makkan idolaters were warned not
to go for weapons. Although some Makkan non-Muslims skirmished
during the capture, the Prophet Muhammad forgave all Makkan non-
Muslims, sarakhsI showed all events as an evidence for that Makka
was conquered by force.166 It seems that Sarakhsi did not only
narrate the historical occurrences but also he interpreted them.

ı62 Haınidullah, 24-25.
|63 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, I, 298.
ıo+ S?ıorh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, ry, 1408- 14O9.
L65 al-Mab siıt, X, 9 2 ; Sharh al- Sig ar al- Kabtr, l, 9 6 -97,
ıg al-Mabsüt,X,37-40.
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Furthermore, the narrations on the conquest of Makka are found in
the other chapters of the books.167

The chapter of Sharh al-Siyar al-Kabir concerning war
preparation was illustrated by the narrationş of events during the
battle of Hunain. According to the narrations in this chapter, Malik
b, Awf emplaced his non-Muslim militias by the plan of Duraid b,
Srmma in Hunain region against the arrny of the Prophet
Muhammad. In the light of the narrations, it was examined in detail
how the army of the Prophet Muhammad was troubled by the
militias of Malik b. Awf.168 The narrations about the battle of Hunain
were also touched upon in the other chapters of Sarakhsl'ş fo66}5.169
In the same way, Taii]zo and Banü Mustalikl7ı campaigns were
mentioned in these books.

The relations of Muslims with Jews were often.the subject of
Sarakhsi's works, and the political, social, religious and military
sides of these relations were referred to. The relations after Hijra
were narrated by Muhammad b. Kab, a Jew from Qufaiza Tribe. The
information atıout Je,*,s which was narrated from a Jew increased
the importan«,, ı of the books. According to Muhammad b. Ka'b, the
relations of fuii-:.ılims with Jews began to go to troubled after the
Battle of Badr. Tiı,: Prophet Muhammad signed a pact with Jews on
condition t}ıat they should pay tax to Musiims.172 The right to decide
on the booties which were taken during the military campaign
against Banü NadIr Tribe of Jews beionged to the Prophet
Muhammad, since neither cavalry nor troops mounted on camels
were employed in the siege of this tribe. The enemy surrendered at
the first onset. The sixth verse of süra "Hashr" pointed at this
subjecf.ıza The Prophet Muhammad distributed the booties among
people who had migrated from Makka called "Muhöcir", and Sahl b.
Hunaif and Sammak b. Harasha, the trvo poor of Madına. The
Madlnan Muslims who helped Muhicirs called "Arıs6.r" accepted the

167 §96. al-Mabsüt, X, 5, 52-53,69-70,89; Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, I, 167,
254-255,260, 303, 3O5-306.; II, 504; IV, |42O, 1594, 1674; Y,2040,
2o4|.

ı68 $|g7fu al-Sigar al-Kabir, I, 1 16-118.
t69 §gg. Stnrh al-Sigar al-Kab|r,1, 2OO:. II, 594-595, 6OL-6O2; III, 899, 1009-

1010, 1031-1032; IV, L422; al-Mabsüt,X, |7-L9,26,29, 47, I37.
170 §gg. SLnrh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, |, 44, 93i |V, 1422, |468; al-Mabsüt, X, 26,

32,65.
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l72 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, V, 1690.
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decision of the Prophet Muhammad because Muhğcirs were living in
the houses of Ans6.r and in need of their aids. This problem of
poverty also was solved by distributing of these bootigg.l74

Many other events of Banü Nadlr campaign were narrated in
the SarakhsT's books.l7s In the chapter entitled "The Decision of
Enemies Accepting a Muslim as Referee', the siege of Banü Quraiza
was examined in detail. The different narrations related to tiıe
appointment of Sa'd b, Muğz as a referee were discussed; and his
decision and how it was put into practice were explained.176 The
relations ırıith Banü Quraiza were also narrated in the related
chapters.ı7z The siege of Jews in Khaibar and their exile, and the
punishment of Kinina b. Abü al-Huqaik for he concealed some goods
which he must have surrendered to Muslims according to the pact
between Jews and them were narrated in the books. It was narrated
in detail that the Prophet Muhammad got married to Safiya, the
daughter of Huyay b. Ahtab, one of Jewish leaders.t78 The killing of
Kat b. Ashraf, one of Jewish leaders, by the order of the Prophet
Muhammad was explained, in detail, depending on different sources.
Psychological effect of his murder on Jews was emphasized in
Sarakhsl's works.ı79

The relations with christians were also narrated in sarakhsı's
works. According to these narrations, since the Christian Najranians
wanted to be under sovereignty of Muslims without changing their
religion, the Prophet Muhammad accepted their suggestion and
signed a pact with them. In accordance with this pact the Najranians
would give 2OO0 or 1200 garments as yearly tax.180 Najranians were
settled in Damascus in the period of Caliph Umar b. al-Khattab,ı8ı
Some events concerned with the battle of Mu'ta against Christians
were narrated in the Sarakhsi's works. As to narrations, the Prophet

I74 S?Larh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, II, 608-611.
ı75 §çg. Sharhal-Sigar aI-KabIr, 1,52-54; V, 1806; al-Mabsüt, X, 31-32.
ı76 See. Sharhal-Sigar al-Kabtr, iI, 587-592.
i77 See. Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr,Ill, 1025, 1029; IV, I42O, 1422; Y, 2a4|; al-

Mabsüt, X,23,27, 66, 86.
I78 S|ıarh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, \,278-282. See also about Haibar Jews. Shorh aJ-

Sigar al-Kablr, ||, 613; III, 1007-1008, 1011, 1015, 1018-1019, LO22,
1039; IV, I4L4, I42a-I422, 1438-1439, 1468, 1530; V, 1792, 2287-
2288, 2293-2295,; ol-Mabsüt, X, 1 0- 1 2, |9, 2|, 23, 25, 27, 3L -32, 40-4 I,
45-46.

ı79 See. Sharh al-Sigar aLKab{r, |, 270-277.
|8o S?Larh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, IV, 1530.
t81 Sharh al-Siyar al-Kabır, lV, 1541. See also about Najranans. Slıarh al-

Sigar al-Kabtr, Y, I7O8, 2|92; al-Mabsüt, X, 4 1.
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Muhammad appointe d, Zayd, b, Hirisa, Ca'far b. Abü Tniib and
Abdallah b. Raıııöha in turn as commanders because of the fact that
he thought this war would be much bloody,ı8z when ca'far b. Abü
Talib fett that he would be killed by the enemies in the war, he killed
his camel.ısı The Prophet Muhammad performed the abridged namaz
during the Tabük campaign.l8+

Consequently we find out all narrations above that Sarakhsl's
books in question are also the historical literary sources containing
the subjects of Siyar and Magazi scattered in the chapters related to
Islamic jurisprudence.

Sarakhsi's books may have a contribution to the social,
cultural and suchlike history studies. Their chapters facilitate the
studies of this sort in respect of their contents. Historical narrations,
written in any chapter had similar or complementary contents
extracted from different occurrences. For example, it was rnentioned
in the chapter entitled «Aman"185 the principles that Umar b. al-
Khattab ordered Muslirn soldiers to obey in order to protect life and
goods during the conquest of lraq. After being stated that the
Prophet Muhammad was much sensitive on conforming to
guaranties of pacts, and Hudaibiya pact was given as example for
this. It was emphasized that unless the enemies confirm to the pact,
the guaranties would end; and in this sense, tlıe events causing the
conquest of Makka was given as example for this.ı86

2. A coNTRlBUTlON To ENLıGHTENMENT oF PosT-PERıoD oF
THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD

ln Sarakhsı's books, the performances of the first four
caliphates'period were examined, since they were considered as the
sources to solve the problems relating to Islamic law. Therefore it is
possible to find out historical narrations about this period, even if
they were less than that of the Prophet Muhammad's period. In the
chapter "the wills of Abü Bakr', the caliphate of Abü Bakr was
mentioned in detail. According to these narrations, Abü Bakr ordered
the Muslim arrny to fight against the Chrisitan group called
"Shammös" becauşe of the fact that they were leaders of Christian
warriors planning war tactics against Muslims. The status of
Shammğ,s among Christian groups wa§ like the status of Alids,

l82 Shqrh al-Sigar al-Kabtr,II, 685; v, 21 1 1.
l83 al-Mabstıt, X, 28-29,
L84 aı-Mabsüf, x, 75.
ı85 Shorh al-Sigar al-Kabır, I, 283-307.
ıg6 ql-Mabstıt, X, 52.
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among Muslim groups. It seems that the group meant by "Alids" was
warriors against Umaiyad and Abbdsid caliphates. In accordance
with some people, Shaınmğs was accepted from the generation of the
Prophet Aaron, They cut iheir hair as circuiar. Also Abü Bakı: sent
an army to the region of Banü Shurahbil in Damascus and gave
some recommendations to the commanders. He encouraged the
soldiers to fight emphasbing that many wild animals iived there and
people weren't hungry owing to fertile lands of Damaşcus. He also
warned the soldiers not to behave unjustly. Besides, in the books,
the stages of fight, military tactics and victories against Byzantine
soldiers were referred to.i87

Some narrations in various chapters of Sarakhsl's books
contributed to the enlightenment of the caliphate period of Umar b.
al-Khattab. The carnpaign of Damascusl88, the conquests of Iraqıas
and Alexandrialgo were examined from the points of political, social,
religious and cultural perspectives. In the various chapters, the
relations with the non-Muslims, called "Zimrriı", in the Islamic State
were explained. In accordance with these explanations, profit tax
called "Ushr" was paid by zimmls in discount of fifty percent
compared to other non-Muslims.lgl Destruction of zimml temples
built before the sovereignty of Muslims there was banned.192 Zimmls
weren't obstructed to ring a gong inside of their churches in cities
built by Muslims, and outside of them in cities built by non-
Muslimsıg3, and to live at Muslim cities.194 In Sarakhsı's books, the
practices relating t'o "Çşfi1"195, the conquest of Africaı96, the
obligation to execute the punishments only with in the boundaries of
Islamic stateıg7 and the adoption of Muslim calendaı,lg8 in the
caliphate of Umar were also referred to, Contradictory decisions
about the people converting from Islam in the caliphate of Umar and

187 Sharh al-Siyar al-Kabir, I, 40-55; al-Mabsüt, X, 4, 6,31, 137.
188 See. al-Mqbsüt, X, 25, 55:. Stıarh at-Sigar al-Kabzr, I, 185.
l89 See. al-Mabsüt, X, 15-16, 22-23, 34, 70, 79; Sharh aLSigar al-Kabfr, I,

|9o S|arhal-Sigar al-Kabtr, IV, 1468.
L91 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabir, III, 104 1 .

ı92 Sharh al-Stgar al-KabIr, IV, 1529.
l93 Sharh al-Sigar aI-KabIr, IV, 1533.
|91 Shnrh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, IV, 1536.
ı95 §gç. Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, III, 104 1 ; V, 1790, 2133-2136, 2I4I, 2153,
ı96 See. Slnrh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, V, 2137 .

l97 §gg. SLnrhal-Sigar al-KabIr, V, 1851-1852,
t98 §gç. Sharhal-Sigaral-Kabtr, V, 1784.
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Aii were narrated.ı99 The biography of the Caliph Ali200, the conflict of
Jama1201, and his treatment to rebels2o2 were examined.

Sarakhsl's books also contributed to Işlamic history for
enlightening the period cf lJııaiyads a.ı,ıd afterrı,a,rds. A hostage
problem was referred to, which appeared in the caliphate of Mu6wiya
b. Abü Sufy6.n. With respect to the narration, although enemies
killed the Muslim hostage, the Muslirns weren't permitted to kill their
hostage in revenge for the murder of Muslim hostage.2os Such a
problem also appeared in the period of Abbğ.sid Caliph Abü Ja'far
Mansür al-Daw6niqi. In the same way, a non-Muslim hostage wasn't
killed owing to the adoption of opinion of Imğm Abü Hanifa relating
to this problem, however much it was discussed,2oa The death of Abü
Ayyüb al-Ansğr1 and his burial were referred to during the siege of
Constantinople in the Caliphate of Mudwiya b. Abü Sufyan.zos,
According to a naı,ration, bribery was very prevalent during the
viceroyalty of lr6q and Khurğsğn of Hajjaj b. Yüsuf in the period of
Umaiyads.206 Besides, the appointment of Umar b. Abd al-Azız as
heir apparent to the Umaiyad Caliphate2o7 anC settlement of a
merchant groi]c of Byzantine into Damascus in his caliphate were
narrated.2o8 T.i.,. treatment of Umar b. Abd al-Azlz to captives was
referred by a nair-:ıtion. According to it, he forgave all captives except
for one of them ıııho harmed Muslims, and executed him.209 It was
narrated that Turks ıvho didn't yet embrace Islam conquered Rahj
and Z6bulistğ.n cities of Sijistdn; and afterwards the people of these
cities converted to Islam alongside Turks.210

In Sarakhsl's books, some rebellions were referred to. Even a
special chapter was assigned to the Kh6rijite rebellions in al-
Mabsüt.211 In respect of the narrations in the chapter, although the
Caliph Ali b. Abü Talib learned the plan to be murdered by some

199 §gg, Sharh al-Siyar aI-KabIr, II, 532; V,
vd., i 1i, 118.

200 See. al-Mabsüt,X, l2I.
201 See, Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabir, lY, 1446.
2o2 §gç. Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabür, V, 2L94.
zo3 §fuq7fual-Sigar al-Kabtr, V, 1753.
2o4 Sharh al-Stgar al-Kabir, IV, 1664-1465.
2o3 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kab|r, I, 235.
2a6 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabır, V, 2035.
2o7 Sharh al-Sigar ai-Kab|r, v, 2LI]--2I12.
2o8 Sharh al-Sigar ol-Kabtr,V, 2062,
209 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, V, 2|87 .

2|o Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, V, 2O6L
211 §g6. ol-Mabsüt, X, 124-136.

1917, |942; al-Mabsüt X, 109
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Khörijites, he didn't punish them for it. Since Khö.rijites were only
seen a§ rebels in Sarakhsl's books, it was emphasized t}ırough
historical examples that their lives, properties and relatives should
not be harmed except in case of indispensability. In other chapters,
Kharijites was also referred f6.2ız |1 was narrated that Qarmatians
used the pageş of Qur'an as toilet papers and therefore zimmls were
also banned to buy Qurhn copies.2l3

3. A CONTR|BUTİON TO THE ENL|GHTENMENT OF HİSTORY OF
lsLAMlc ıNsTıTUTloNs

We see that there are many narrations for researchers to study
on the history of Islamic institutions. Nevertheless, unfortunately
these narrations are sometimes undated. Therefore we need
additional information to date and iind out their places. The
information of Military institution takes an important piace in many
chapters in the Sarakhsi's books. In this connection, the
information is given about the age of recruitment by the time of
Prophet Muhammad. According to a narration, when Abdallah b.
Umar was thirteen years old, he wanted to be recruited for iighting in
the Battle of Uhud but the Prophet Muharnmad rejected his
suggestion. When Abdallah b. Umar was fifteen years cld, he was
allowed to participate in Handaq War. However, Sarakhsı narrated
that according to Imam Abü Hanifa, Abü Yüsuf and Muhammad b,
Hasan al-Shaibğni, the age of recruitment, in respect of a narration,
was eighteen years old and, in respect of arıother one, nineteen years
9|ğ,2l+

In Sarakhsı's books, the war rulers the Prophet Muhammad
ordered were referred to, e.g. the children of captives mustn't be
separated from their families2ls, and the soldiers mustn't frighten by
directing arms towards each other.2ı6 Arms217, war tactics218, military
terın§219 as "sariyya", "maslaha", "s6ka' were explained. Besides
flags, sanjaks and watchwords were examined as a special
chapteı,.zz0 As for frontier military stations called "ribat", they

2ı2 §gg. al-Mabsüt, X, 16; Sharhal-§igar ol-Kabtr,V,2194.
ıt3 Şfuq7fu al,Sigar al-Kabir, I, 2O6,
2I4 S\ıgt,h al-Sigar al-Kabir, I|, 592i al-Mabsut, X, |7 .

2i5 $6ç. Sharh at-Sigar al-Kabtr,V,2072 vd.; al-Mabsl7t, X, 4, |O9.
2ı6 See. Sharh al-Sigar al-Kab|r, I, 20-2I, 3|-32
2ı7 See. Sharhal-Sigaral-Kabir,|Y,1468 vd., 1473, l803.
2t8 §6e. Sharhal-Sigar al-Kabtr,IY, |467-1469, 1472, I475.
219 §gg. Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, I, 33, 35 vd., 67 vd,, 70, 2I4-22o, 266.
220 §gg. Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabrr, I, 71-74,
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constitute the first chapter of Sharh al-Siyar al-Kablr,221 The booty
and salab, a certain booty that Muslim soldier captured from the
enemy soldier he killed during rnuböraza, were explained referring to
the related historical events.2z2 The packsaddles and skins of ıvaı:
mounts were covered rvith tallow or oil.223

In Sarakhsr's books, diplomacy was referred to by giving some
related historical exampies. According to a narration the Prophet
Muhammad didn't punish a man, because he was an envoy,
although he was very angry at his ıv6lğ5.22a It was narrated that the
Caliph Umar b. al-Khattab warned Abü Müsa al-Ash'ar1 about that
the envoys mustn't be appointed frorn non-Muslirns.225

We also find out information concerning the city history in
Sarakhsr's books. The information given about the basic components,
of a city put forth the city planning perception of Muslims for
consideration. In this connection, we learn that non-Muslims could
live in Muslim villages, and could trade alcoholic beverages and pork,
and could build temples like church. Besides, we learn that there
were congregational mosques ıvhere F'riday and Bairarn prayers were
performed and law court and execution of a judicial sentence in
cities.226 It was mentioned that alcoholic beverages and pork mustn't
have traded there,?z7 We also have knowledge about cities as Hrra,
Ahw6z and Küfa.228 The region from Uzaib to Makka, and from Adan
to Mahra in Yaman was defined Arab 1and.229

Underground buildings called "matmüra", where were used for
grain warehorrses and prison, were described. We understand that
the matmüras were used as houses or shelters since the mercy
asked for by the enernies in rnatmüras were mentioned in these
books. Information given about them indicates that the matmüras
were the separate buildings attached to each other as weli as ones
with crossing gates. These bı-ıildings sometirnes had many rooms and
entrances, and were so great that they were regarded as a town.230

221 See. Sharh al-Sıgar al-Kablr, I, 6-37.
222 See. al-Mabsut, X,9, 47, 49; Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, II, 594-596, 598-

599, 602-604; IV, 1438- 1439.
223 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabir, IV, 1201,
224 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kqbır, 1, 296; al-Mabsüt, X,92.
225 Sl,arh al-Siyar al-Kab|r, 1|, 472,
226 Sharh al-Sigar ai-Kabtr, IV, 1 534.
227 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kablr, IV, 1542,
228 S|-Larhal-Siyar al-Kabır, i, 58, 359; IV, 1533, 1536; V, l807.
229 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kab|r, Iv, 1542,
zzo Şfu6fl1 al-Sigar al-Kabır, III, 844-846 , 862; |Y, 1235,

75



From Sarakhsı's books, we indirectly learn about the effects
used at homes. In respect of Sarakhsı, not only the iron pots, copper
and iead pitchers were used but aiso gold and silver pitchers.zeı |1

seems that as cleaning materials, while the soap,"1,ort whose roots
and branches also foam the water, and soap were used in washing
hands and laundries, the marshmallow (althaea officinalis) whose
some species are also used in medicine and a special soil in washing
heads.232 The walls of houses were covered with felt in winter for
protection from cold and with horsecloth in summer for protection
from hot.233

We see that in the first period of Islam, while the farming was
scorned, the miiitary profession was preferred instead. It was
emphasized that this preference, as long as the military profession
wasn't neglected, was false by narrating that the Prophet
Muhammad encouraged Muslim peopie to be busy with farming in
Jurf, a village next to Madlna, It was also given an example that lbn
Mas'üd, Hasan b. Ali and Abü Huraira, companions (sahAba) of the
Prophet Muhammad had lands in SawAd al-Iraq, and hence they
paid taxes.za+

Consequently, the aforesaid historical exampies prove that
Sarakhsı's books made invaluable contributions to Islamic history.
Hence they are unavoidable sources for the students to study
political, social, cultural, religious and economic sides of Islamic
history, and the arts. Some undated information enlightening
economic and cultural history in these books can be also used as
secondary sources. However, we must be careful about the reliability
of the narrations in these books.

23| Sharh al-Sigar al-Kablr,1I|, 842.IV, 1179-1180, 1 l93.
232 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kabtr, IV, 1193, 1199.
233 Sharh al-Sigar al-Kab|r, lV , 1464.
234 SLarhal-Sigar al-Kabtr, I, 15, 19_20.
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